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VOTE YES

(057 chitdren are counting on w3





Dear Friend and Neighbor,

Please support our schools by voting “Yes” for the school override on Thursday, May 15th. 

As you know, our school district is facing a revenue crisis. Although we can only increase property taxes by 2.5%, the cost of maintaining school services continues to rise more than 2.5%. Our major budget drivers are “fixed” costs, such as utilities, pensions, taxes, insurance and special education. We have only two options for bridging the gap between revenue and costs: pass an override or make drastic cuts to our schools. 

We have already cut teachers every year for the past five years and have lost the equivalent of 75 positions since 2002. If this year’s override fails, we’ll see more devastating cuts.
· We’ll lose 47 academic sections at the high school – meaning we’ll slash more core courses and more electives. Our high school students will spend more time in study halls and those study halls will be much, much larger.

· We’ll lose 27.7 full time positions throughout the district, most of them teachers. (38 teachers would be affected.) These cuts would bring the number of positions lost since 2002 to 102.

· Class size will increase dramatically at every level. Some high school classes are projected to exceed 40 students.

· We’ll eliminate the team structure at the middle school.
· 45 elementary school students will be redistricted.
· We’ll lose the elementary school language support program for regular education students.

How serious is the situation? Last week, the New England Association of Schools and Colleges placed our high school “on warning” for accreditation, chiefly based on concerns about “curriculum” issues. If the override does not pass, we’ll lose another 9.2 teachers at the high school alone, which will only exasperate the situation with NEASC.

Please help us preserve our school system; our schoolchildren need us to support it. 

Vote Yes on Thursday, May 15. The polls are open from 7 A.M. to 8 P.M. at Buker and Winthrop.

Thanks, 

The Support Our Schools Committee

P.S. Visit the Support Our Schools website at www.hwsos.org, to learn more about the issues facing our schools.

