
Support Our Schools 
P.O. Box 2445, South Hamilton, MA 01982 

www.hwsos.org 
 
Dear Neighbor, 
 
SOS is making tremendous progress!  We have already raised over $230,000, including $45,000 in 
matching gifts and pledges.   
 
Thanks to your generosity, elementary school students will not be redistricted!  With donations from 
over 275 families in our community and a few generous business owners, the SOS campaign has now 
funded priorities 1 and 2: a full-time 5th grade teacher and a full-time 4th grade teacher, as well as 
specialist support and a teaching assistant for both 4th and 5th grades (The priorities were established 
by the school district and are listed on the SOS website).  SOS is now funding priority 3—a grade 8 
social studies teacher, which costs $58,000. We are confident that we can raise the funds to fill this 
position and move on to the next priorities–if you help! SOS only has five more days (until June 
15th) to meet its goals. 
 
What has the District lost? 
 
Even after the passage of the $495,000 override, the Hamilton Wenham School District is in a 
financial crisis and faces a $1,000,000 deficit from a level-services budget.  All the funds that SOS 
raises will go towards bridging that gap. 
 
Since 2002, the District has eliminated a total of 80 full-time teaching positions, including twenty-
two in the 2007/08 school year. The most recent cuts—before any SOS funding kicks in— include 
4th and 5th grade teachers, middle-school social studies teachers and high school biology, math, 
social studies and English teachers. Average class sizes will be substantially larger next year—by 3-5 
students in grades 3 – 12. Without the SOS funding, many 4th and 5th grade students would have been 
uprooted from their schools to be redistricted to unfamiliar schools. Although the majority of lost 
positions have been teachers, there have also been substantial reductions of teaching assistants, 
support staff, instructional supplies and technology. View The Facts page at our website which 
summarizes these deep cuts. 
 
What is the Support Our Schools (SOS) Committee? 
 
The Support our Schools Committee (SOS) is a grass-roots organization of concerned parents from 
all our public schools. SOS’s long and short-term goal is to raise money from the entire community 
for the schools and to address the operational budget challenges that face our schools.  The School 
Committee has voted to accept private funding. Our goal is to raise and donate funds to the school 
district to restore as many teachers’ positions as possible. Again, we have already raised almost 
$230,000. 
 
What positions can we save? 
 
If SOS achieves these goals, we could save twenty-two fulltime teaching positions, including 
elementary teachers, teaching assistants, support specialists, middle school social-studies teachers and 
high-school teachers. Class sizes at all schools would remain within the school committee’s policy on 
class size and we could avoid redistricting 4th and 5th grade elementary students. 
 
What Can You Do? 
 
Please help us show broad community support for our schools. We are asking for wide support from 
the Hamilton Wenham community and 100% participation from all school families. While some 



families have donated amounts ranging from $1,000 to $5,000, we realize that other families may be 
able to give much less. Any amount, from $10 to $10,000 will improve the quality of education that 
the District can offer our children. If every family donated $285 for each child in the school district 
we would meet our total goal.  
 
Achieving 100% participation from our school families will also send a powerful message to our 
school committee, selectmen, and elected state and federal officials that this community will not 
accept deep cuts to our schools and that we need our government to support our schools financially 
in the future. The success of this funding campaign depends on a community-wide effort.  
 
Where do I send my check? Can I restrict my gift? Is there a deadline?  
 
Make your check payable to the Hamilton Wenham Regional School District and send it to Support 
Our Schools, P.O. Box 2445, South Hamilton, Massachusetts, 01982. We encourage that gifts be 
unrestricted. Please send a check by June 15 to make it possible to hire teachers for next school year. 
 
Is my donation tax-deductible?  
 
Yes. You will receive a receipt directly from the Hamilton Wenham Regional School District. 
 
What about matching gifts? 
 
Yes!  Please check with your company’s Human Resources Department to find out how you can 
double your gift.  
 
Other Questions? 
 
Visit the SOS website at www.hwsos.org for more information. 
 
Please download this letter from SOS’s web-site and pass it along to your friends and neighbors. We 
do not have mailing addresses for all our school families so we need your help to reach everyone.   
Every dollar counts and together we can make a difference.  Thank you! 
 
Sincerely,  
 
The Support our Schools Committee 
 
Ernest and Linda Ashley   Kimberley Jaeger and William Scofield 
Jeanette Beauregard    Amy and Sean Landon 
Grace Belfiore     Charlotte and Jim Lidrbauch 
Marie Buckley and Chuck Goodrich  Stacey and Scott Metternick 
Dave and Elaine Carey    Kendra and Clark Obrist 
Jen and Chad Caufield    Tony and Martha Passaretti 
Sam and Cappy Daume    Jana Plesums and Dennis Ryan 
Kristen Fusco     Tom Rogers and Pam Wells 
Paul Driscoll and Nancy Peterson  Jen and Jeff Scuteri 
Jerry and Lynnette Fallon   Brett and Kirk Swanson 
Sarah and Chris Gaylord   John and Cheryl Walsh 
Bob and Linda Greenwald 
 
PS.  Time is short.  Please mail your check today so we can meet the school district’s June 15th hiring 
deadline.   
 
 



Support Our Schools (SOS) Donation Form 
Also available as a downloadable pdf at our website 

 

Donations by Check: 

Please make your check payable to the H amilton Wenham Regional School District and send it 
to: 

Support Our Schools, 
P.O. Box 2445 
South Hamilton, MA 01982. 

We encourage that gifts be unrestricted. Gifts must be received by June 15 to fit the District’s hiring schedule. 
  
* Name:  
* Address:  
  
* Phone Number:  
   Email Address:  
* Donation Amount:  
 
* Required Information  
 

 Please list me as a donor on the SOS website  
(Being listed as a donor will not include a dollar amount) 

 Do not list me as a donor on the SOS website 
 
Matching Gifts: 
 
Please check with your company’s Human Resources Department to find out how you can double your gift. 
 
Donate Appreciated Shares of Stock: 
 
If you have securities in a company that have appreciated, you can donate them to the School District. The advantage is 
that you get a tax deduction, and avoid the capital gains tax. Typically the shares will be liquidated on receipt. The School 
District will pay the transaction costs and deduct them from the proceeds.  If interested, Please contact Stephen F. 
Curran, Trust Officer at 978-922-2100 before transferring any securities to Beverly National Bank’s Trust and 
Investment Services Department.  See the Donate! page at our website for additional information. 
 
Your Receipt: 
 
The School District will send a thank you letter which will indicate receipt of your tax deductible donation.   
 
 


